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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Acts 2:1-11
When Pentecost day 
came round, the 
apostles had all met 
in one room, when 
suddenly they heard 
what sounded like a 
powerful wind from 
heaven, the noise of 
which filled the 
entire house in 
which they were 
sitting; and some-
thing appeared to 
them that seemed 
like tongues of fire; 
these separated and 
came to rest on the 
head of each of them. They were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 
to speak foreign languages as the 
Spirit gave them the gift of speech.
  

Now there were devout men living in 
Jerusalem from every nation under 
heaven, and at this sound they all 
assembled, each one bewildered to 
hear these men speaking his own 
language. They were amazed and 
astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all 
these men speaking are Galileans? 
How does it happen that each of us 
hears them in his own native 
language? Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, 
Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; 
as well as visitors from Rome – Jews 
and proselytes alike – Cretans and 
Arabs; we hear them preaching in our 
own language about the marvels of 
God.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34
Lord, send out your Spirit,
and renew the face of the earth.

SECOND READING
Galatians 5:16-25
If you are guided by the Spirit you 
will be in no danger of yielding to 
self-indulgence, since self-indulgence 

is the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit 
is totally against such a thing, and it is 
precisely because the two are so 
opposed that you do not always carry 
out your good intentions. If you are 
led by the Spirit, no law can touch 
you. When self-indulgence is at work 
the results are obvious: fornication, 
gross indecency and sexual 
irresponsibility; idolatry and sorcery; 
feuds and wrangling, jealousy, bad 
temper and quarrels; disagreements, 
factions, envy; drunkenness, orgies 
and similar things. I warn you now, as 
I warned you before: those who 
behave like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. What the Spirit 
brings is very different: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
trustfulness, gentleness and self-
control. There can be no law against 
things like that, of course. You cannot  
belong to Christ Jesus unless you 
crucify all self-indulgent passions and 
desires.
  
Since the Spirit is our life, let us be 
directed by the Spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful and kindle in them the 
fire of your love.
Alleluia!

Welcome to 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Roy John (8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Annette Roestenburg 
(8553 8281; rostie303@gmail.com)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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1. Peace March on Palm Sunday 25th March 
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      IIPARISH NOTICES –20/05/18 
1. Thank you to Fr Roy for saying Mass for us 
today 

 
2. Next Sunday there will be Mass with Fr Josy 
 
3.Confession is available every Sunday in 
Kingscote at 30 minutes before Mass.  

 
4. Fr Josy will be available for Home visits on 
25 and 26th of May.  Please put your name and 
preferred time on the sheet at the back of the 
Church if you would like a visit.  Also, you may 
know someone not regularly coming to Mass 
who may like to be visited by the Parish 
Priest. Please put their names on the sheet as 
well. 
5. Pentecost Sunday Today. A service will be 
held at 10-30am in the Uniting Church 
Kingscote followed by a shared lunch. All most 
welcome. 

 

 

 

 

  

2

 

 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

Bill Berden, Mary Bradley, Peter Bradley, Baby 
Burden, Henry Carslake, Bob Clare, Charles Darcy, 
Timothy Hamm, Lorraine Holohan, Brian Kildea, 
Mildred Lashmar, Anthony  Lonzar, Peter Lonzar, 
Dorothy McMahon, John Reynolds, Vikki Reynolds, 
Ann Wallace, Sr. Pauline Wallace, John Williams, 
Heather Willmott, Ross Wohling and all the faithful 
departed 

 

 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Leonie Bald, Brooke Baker 
& Family, Sam Baynes,  Annemeike 
Berden, Marj and Jimmy Browne,Jill Buist, 
Denice Carter, Barry Dunn, Katerina Faist, 
Lloyd & Aileen Dodson & family, Jenny 
Fechner,Diane Florenance,Emma Fulwood, 
Roy Gaton, Charles & Sue Gorman,Hans 
Hendrix, John Lavers, Elijah & Magenta 
Laundy and family,Victor Marshal, Ben 
Martin, Janice Mills, Dianne McCarthy, 
Philip McDonald, Peter Murray, Max Moss, 
Darren Morris, Deidre Morrison, Mick 
Muller, Rocco Nield,  Jack Pitcher, 
Margaret Rich,  Anthony Roestenburg, Bill 
Roestenburg, Claudine Shelton, Darren 
Smith,Fiona Smith, John Smith, Peter 
Smith, Linda Tippett, Noelene Thomas 
Greg Turner, Patrick Walsh, Sr Margaret 
Wallace, Anthony Weatherstone, Rob 
Wilkinson and Gavin Willson. 

  May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing 
presence. 

            ***************** 

Would any one be interested in a movie 
night to see “The Shack”. Please express 
your interest by putting your name on 
the list at the back of the Church. 
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Safe guarding our children and young 
people. 

Children have the right to religious freedom 
and parents have the right to teach their 
children about the religion of their choice 

We are blessed to live in a country where we are 
free to practice our faith.  We are grateful for 
our right to teach our children the Gospel 
message while also recognizing that they have 
been given the gift of free will.  We encourage 
our children to come to Christ joyfully, drawn in 
by the love of God rather than out of obligation 
or fear.  We keep in our thoughts children and 
families who do not have this freedom and who 
maintain faith despite fear of persecution.  Let 
us pray that they are granted freedom to live 
their faith openly and let us be thankful every 
day for the opportunities our own children have 
to learn about the true freedom we find in the 
message of the Gospel. 



!

ON SUICIDE AND DESPAIR
For centuries, suicide was 
considered as an act of despair and 
despair itself was seen as the most 
grievous sin of all.  In many 
religious circles, despair was seen as 
the most sinful of all acts and 
ultimately unforgivable.

Sadly, a strong residue of that 
remains, suicide is still seen by many 
as an act of despair, an affront to 
God and to life itself, an 
unforgivable relinquishing of hope. 
Many church people still see suicide 
as an act of despair and as the 
unforgivable sin against the Holy 
Spirit. Roman Catholic sometimes 
reinforce this notion by their reading 
of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church which defines the sin of 
despair as follows:

“DESPAIR is the most serious sin a 
person can commit! … Like 
presumption, despair is a sin against 
the First Commandment. It steers us 
away from hope, which is an infused 
virtue received at Baptism together 
with sanctifying grace and having 
the possession of God as its primary 
object. In Mark, 3:28-29, we read 
that: “Truly, I say to you, all sins 
will be forgiven the sons of men, and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; but 
whoever blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, 
but is guilty of an eternal sin.”

That may well be true, except 
suicide is not despair. Dictionaries 
define despair as the complete lack 
or absence of hope. But that’s not 
what happens in most suicides. What  
does happen?

The person who is taking his or her 
own life is not intending that act as 
an insult or affront to God or to life 
(for that would be an act of strength 
and suicide is generally the antithesis 
of that). What happens in most 
suicides is the polar opposite. The 
suicide is the result of a mammoth 
defeat.

There’s a powerful scene in the 
musical adaption of Victor Hugo’s, 
Les Miserables. A young woman, 
Fantine, lies dying. She tells of once 
being youthful and full of hopeful 
dreams; but now worn-down by a 
lifetime of poverty, crushed by a 
broken heart, and overcome by 
physical illness, she is defeated and 
has to submit to the tearful fact that 
“there are storms we cannot 
weather”.

She’s right, and anyone who does 
not accept that truth will one day 
come to a painful and bitter 
understanding of it. There are things 
in this life that will crush us, and 
surrender isn’t an act of despair and 
indeed isn’t a free act at all. It’s a 
humbling, sad defeat.

And that’s the case with most people 
who die from suicide. For reasons 
ranging from mental illness to an 
infinite variety of overpowering 
storms that can break a person, 
there’s sometimes a point in people’s 
lives where they are overpowered, 
defeated, and unable to continue to 
will their own living – parallel to one 
who dies as a victim of a drought, 
hurricane, cancer, heart disease, 
diabetes, or Alzheimer’s. There’s no 
sin in being overpowered by a 
deadly storm.  We can be 
overpowered, and some people are, 
but that’s not despair (which can 
only be willful and an act of 
strength).

To begin with, we don’t understand 
mental illness, which can be just as a 
real and just as death-producing as 
any physical illness. We don’t blame 
someone for dying from cancer, a 
stroke, or a physical accident, but we 
invariably cast moral shadows on 
someone who dies as a result of 
various mental illnesses which play a 
deadly role in many suicides.  
Happily, God is still in charge and 
our flawed understanding, while 
generally permanently tainting the 

way someone is remembered in this 
world, doesn’t in effect salvation on 
the other side.

Beyond mental illness we can be 
defeated in life by many other 
things. Tragedy, heartbreaking loss, 
unrequited obsession, and crippling 
shame can at times break a heart, 
crush a will, kill a spirit, and bring 
death to a body. And our judgment 
on this should reflect our 
understanding of God: What all-
loving, merciful God would 
condemn someone because he or 
she, like Victor Hugo’s, Fantine, 
could not weather the storm? Does 
God side with our own narrow 
notions where salvation is mostly 
reserved for the strong? Not if Jesus 
is to be believed.

Notice when Jesus points out sin he 
doesn’t point to where we are weak 
and defeated; rather he points to 
where we are strong, arrogant, 
indifferent, and judgmental. Search 
the Gospels and ask this question: 
On whom is Jesus hardest? The 
answer is clear: Jesus is hardest on 
those who are strong, judgmental, 
and have no feeling for those who 
are enduring the storm. Notice what 
he says about the rich man who 
ignores the poor man at his doorstep, 
what he says about the priest and 
scribe who ignore the man beaten in 
a ditch, and how critical he is of the 
scribes and Pharisees who are quick 
to define who falls under God’s 
judgment and who doesn’t.

Only a faulty understanding of God 
can underwrite the unfortunate 
notion that being crushed in life 
constitutes despair.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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GOSPEL
John 15:26-27, 16:12-15 
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I 
shall send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who issues from the 
Father, he will be my witness. And 
you too will be witnesses, because 
you have been with me from the 
outset.
‘I still have many things to say to you 
but they would be too much for you 
now. But when the Spirit of truth 
comes he will lead you to the 
complete truth, since he will not be 
speaking as from himself but will say 
only what he has learnt; and he will 
tell you of the things to come. He will 
glorify me, since all he tells you will 
be taken from what is mine. 

Everything the Father has is mine; 
that is why I said: All he tells you
will be taken from what is mine.’

 

DID YOU KNOW?
• The reason why the disciples were 

in Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost was that they were 
celebrating the Jewish Harvest 
Festival which occurs fifty days 
after the Passover. This festival also 
celebrated the covenant made by 
God with the people of Israel on Mt  
Sinai. 

• The Christian feast of Pentecost is 
fifty days after Easter Sunday and 
marks the culmination and closure 
of the Lent- Easter-Pentecost cycle.
 

• The word for spirit in Hebrew is the 
feminine ‘ruah’, meaning literally 
breath, wind or air.

EXPLORING THE WORD
This text again comes from the 
farewell discourse of Jesus to the 
disciples in John’s Gospel. In it he 
promises to send the Advocate to 
them. An advocate is one who stands 
by in times of trial or difficulty, 
defending, guiding and instructing. In 
many ways the Spirit is the ongoing 
presence of Jesus with his disciples in 
all ages and these texts give an 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.45am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd, 4th Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

eloquent instruction on the reason for 
God’s gift of the Spirit. The Spirit 
will witness to the truth which comes 
from the Father through the Son. The 
Spirit will guide the Church’s future 
understandings as they gradually 
unfold. The Spirit will be the link 
between the Father, the now absent 
Son and the ongoing unfolding of the 
complete truth. The Spirit will 
inspire the followers of Jesus to 
continue his mission and will provide 
assistance and guidance in achieving 
this. No single set of human beings 
could completely know the 
implications of the Christ event. It is 
the Advocate, the Spirit of Truth sent 
by Jesus from the Father, who will 
accompany the Church through the 
whole of history, guiding it towards 
the complete truth. 

MAKING CONNECTIONS
• Are there people you still have 

‘many things to say to’? Is it 
important that such things are said?
 

• In what ways have you been lead 
to the complete truth? 

• How do you experience the Spirit 
present in your life? 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(21 - 27 May)

• Monday, 21: Weekday, Ord Time 7 
(James 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29)

• Tuesday, 22: Weekday, Ord Time 7 
(James 4:1-10; Mk 9:30-37)

• Wednesday, 23: Weekday, Ord 
Time 7 (James 4:13-17; Mk 
9:38-40)

• Thursday, 24: OUR LADY, HELP 
of CHRISTIANS (Prov 31:10-13, 
19-20, 30-31; James 3:13-18; Lk 
1:39-56)

• Friday, 25: Weekday, Ord Time 7 
(James 5:9-12; Mk 10:1-12)

• Saturday, 26: St Philip Neri (James 
5:13-20; Mk 10:13-16)

• Sunday 27: The Most Holy 
TRINITY (Deut 4:32-34, 39-40; 
Rom 8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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